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Jockey James Winks is hopeful 
Maribyrnong Plate (Gr 3, 1000m) 
winner Prompt Return (Beneteau) 
can confirm himself a leading Blue 

Diamond Stakes (Gr 1, 1200m) contender 
with victory in the Chairman’s Stakes (Gr 3, 
1000m) at Sandown Hillside on Saturday.

Winks has partnered the Danny O’Brien-
trained colt on all three of his starts to date, 
the Group Three victory sandwiched between 
a winning debut at Bendigo in October and 
a second placed finish behind Carriages 

(Hinchinbrook) in the Magic Millions Clockwise 
2YO Classic (1000m) at Ballarat in November.

While keen to keep his expectations in 
check, Winks is optimistic his mount could 
prove to be a major player in the Blue Diamond 
Stakes but says he must win this weekend to 
be considered in that regard.

“To win a Diamond you would have to 
win on Saturday and then progress,” Winks 
said. “But I would expect him to win pretty 
comfortably on Saturday.

“He’s right up at the top just with what he’s 

been able to achieve so far. I was fortunate 
enough to ride Headwater and he’s very good 
as well. I don’t like comparing horses, it’s not my 
style, so time will tell which is the better one.”

Winks said Prompt Return had trialled well 
in his jump-outs ahead of Saturday’s race and 
believes there is a lot to like about him on type 
as well.

“He’s the best looking two-year-old I’ve 
seen for a long time,” Winks said.

PROMPT RETURN TESTS 
DIAMOND CREDENTIALS
170 Remain in Golden Slipper After 
Second Acceptances

Prompt Return SPORTPIX
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Gr.1 winning 2YO over 1200m
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Another Classic Story 
from Widden

At Classic, Chris Waller inspected 
the entire Widden draft and settled 

on the horse that would provide him 
his first Group One winner in the 

Doncaster Hcp. He bought TRIPLE 
HONOUR for $50,000. Winner of 

over $2.2million.
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“He’s a big, strong, powerful unit. He’s got a great temperament. He 
jumps, travels, relaxes and gives you a good kick.

“There’s not much more you can ask for as a jockey.”
Out of the unplaced mare Prompt (Exceed And Excel), a half sister 

to the stakes placed Montoux (Montjeu), Prompt Return was a $60,000 
purchase from Newgate Farm’s draft at last year’s Magic Millions Gold 
Coast Yearling Sale by Blue Sky Bloodstock and has drawn barrier 
seven in Saturday’s field of nine for the Chairman’s Stakes and is the $3 
favourite.

The Merson Cooper Stakes (Listed, 1000m) winner, Thurlow 
(Sebring) is at $3.70 while Haybah (More Than Ready), who was second 
to Fontiton (Turffontein) last start in the Blue Diamond Preview (Fillies) 
(Gr 3, 1000m), is at $4.20.

Meanwhile, a total of 14 runners, eight of whom are debutants, will 
line up in the most lucrative race on the card, the $250,000 2YO Inglis 
Premier (RL, 1000m), including the Kris Lees-trained Moment Of Music 
(Hinchinbrook), who was purchased by Inglis as agent from the Inglis 
Melbourne Premier Yearling Sale last year for $30,000 from the draft of 
Rosemont Stud.

The filly was a winner at her second start in November over 1000 
metres at Scone and resumed with a second victory at the same course 
over 1100 metres on 23 January. She will be ridden by Chad Schofield 
and has been drawn in barrier two.

Trainer Tony McEvoy has two runners in the race, with the debut 
winner Manhattan Blues (Manhattan Rain), drawn in seven, joined by 
stablemate Stoker (Written Tycoon), who found only Headwater (Exceed 
And Excel) too good on debut, before finishing third at Morphettville 
Parks at his second start last month.

Blue Diamond Stakes clues will also be on offer at Rosehill, where 
the last-start winner Serenade (Star Witness) will line up in the $250,000 
Inglis Classic (RL, 1200m).

A $26,000 purchase from the Widden Stud draft of the Inglis Classic 
Yearling Sale by Paul Moroney Bloodstock, Serenade would be following 
a path taken by the fellow Mike Moroney-trained filly True Jewels (Brief 
Truce), who finished second in the 2001 renewal of Saturday’s race 
before winning the Blue Diamond at her next start.

A $61 chance for the Blue Diamond on 28 February, Serenade made 
spectacular improvement in blinkers when she led throughout to win at 
Canterbury on Australia Day.

Jockey Glyn Schofield takes over from the suspended Brenton 
Avdulla in Saturday’s race and Moroney believes she should continue to 
show improvement.

“She went to the line without being pushed along too hard, so 
hopefully she’s got a bit of improvement in her,” he said. “We ran True 
Jewels in this race (the Inglis Classic) and then brought her back for the 
Blue Diamond.”

Serenade has drawn the rails and she is one of four last-start winners 
to accept in the 11-horse field, including Odyssey Moon (Snitzel).

The Rod Northam-trained colt, purchased from the Arrowfield Stud 
draft of last year’s Inglis Classic Yearling Sale for $26,000, has not raced 
since winning on debut in the Inglis Nursery (1000m) at Randwick in 
December. 

FANCIED RUNNERS STAND GROUND IN 
GOLDEN SLIPPER

Both Furnaces (Exceed And Excel) and Ottoman (Exceed And 
Excel) remain in contention for the Golden Slipper Stakes (Gr 1, 1200m) 
following yesterday’s second acceptance stage and feature as part of an 
impressive 17-strong Godolphin contingent.

The impressive barrier trial winner Exosphere (Lonhro), debut winner 
Holler (Commands) and Group Three placegetter Pursuits (Lonhro) also 
feature for John O’Shea, with a total of 170 two-year-olds still in the mix.

Trainer Gai Waterhouse is responsible for the favourite Vancouver 
(Medaglia d’Oro) and has also paid up for 17 juveniles, including the 
Magic Millions Clockwise 2YO Classic (1000m) winner Carriages 
(Hinchinbrook) and the impressive Randwick scorer Flamboyant Lass 
(Stratum), who is one of 85 fillies left in contention.
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Another Classic Story 
from Widden

Prominent owner Laurence Eales came 
to Classic looking for an affordable 
colt with a pedigree. In the Widden 

draft he found a Street Cry colt. Paid 
$19,250 for him and named him 

WHOBEGOTYOU. Winner of over 
$3.25million.
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